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Malaleche:  Crosses and Crossroads

Queretaro-based artists to exhibit and perform at USC Fisher Gallery in Los Angeles one-day only: October 24, 2007, 6:30-8:00 pm 
Los Angeles—Crosses and Crossroads features the work of Querétaro-based artists, Malaleche.  The one-day exhibition will be held in the open courtyard of the University of Southern California’s Fisher Gallery on October 24, 2007 (6:30-8:00 PM). The event is organized by Dr. Rosa-Linda Fregoso and co-sponsored by the Latin American Initiative, Office of the Provost, and USC Fisher Gallery. Reception will follow the Performance.
Malaleche consists of community artists who explore the theme of “social death” in public creations that combine conceptual, fine and performing arts.  Based in Querétaro (a central state in Mexico), Malaleche incorporates body-works, vernacular folk practices associated with the Day of the Dead and interactive sculptures for exhibition in public parks and plazas.  Since the group was formed in 2003, Malaleche’s creations have dealt exclusively with social disasters like the explosion of violence and human rights violations against women, migrants and other vulnerable groups in Mexico. Their multimedia works are content-oriented and designed to arouse critical reflection about the current state of affairs in Mexico: a new wave of poverty, crime and violence; increased security rather than social spending; and an alarming trend of human rights violations against women, journalists, social activists and migrants. 

The artists’ interest with capturing the social disaster of violence was inspired by the murder and disappearance of women in the border city of Ciudad Juárez.  In 2005, Malaleche staged a five-part exhibition, “Pasos en la Oscuridad” (“Steps in the Darkness”), which dealt with the murders and disappearance of hundreds of women and girls.  Installed in public plazas in the historic center of Querétaro, “Pasos en la Oscuridad” so infuriated the conservative political elite of Querétaro that the city’s mayor ordered municipal garbage workers to dismantle the exhibition. Although Malaleche became the cause célèbre of local journalists, artists and intellectuals, and even managed to collect a modest compensation for damages, the artists can no longer obtain city permits for exhibiting its work in public plazas and spaces.

Their recent creation, Crosses and Crossroads is an ephemeral public memorial to the violence, pain, fear and death interlinking the global chain of women migrants. Their performance and exhibition at the Fisher gallery integrates vernacular practices associated with Mexico's Day of the Dead celebration in unconventional ways, to lament the social disasters of death and violence.

About the USC Latin American Studies Initiative

Led by Co-Directors María Elena Martínez (History) and Carol Wise (International Relations), USC's Latin American Studies Initiative aims to promote understanding of the region's history and culture, political economy, and relationship with the United States and other parts of the world. Drawing on a distinguished faculty with a long history of research expertise in Latin America, the College of Letters, Arts and Sciences offers academic programs that approach the area from a variety of geographic and disciplinary perspectives. It has also developed a minor for undergraduates in any major who want to pursue a complementary concentration on the region. 

About USC Fisher Gallery

Fisher Gallery is the accredited art museum of the University of Southern California. Since its opening in 1939, Fisher Gallery has grown significantly in stature and prominence as the museum of USC. In addition to showing the permanent collection, the Gallery presents traveling exhibitions and organizes its own successful exhibitions, offering the campus and community, as well as the greater Los Angeles area, a wide variety of changing exhibitions. Fisher Gallery offers programming to support its exhibitions such as lectures, artist’s talks, film screening, concerts, and poetry readings. The International Museum Institute (IMI) is the research arm of the Fisher Gallery, a partner with UNAM in its Mexico-related programming.
Dr. Rosa-Linda Fregoso is a Professor in Cinematic Arts, the Annenberg School for Communication and the Department of American Studies and Ethnicity.
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