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The Collecting Continues
The USC Fisher Museum of Art is pleased to present "The Collecting Continues: 1939-2013." "The
Collecting Continues" showcases several major gifts that have shaped and further enhanced the
museum’s permanent collection over the decades. It begins with the Elizabeth Holmes Fisher Collection,
founder of the museum and the first female member of USC’s Board of Trustees and goes on to feature
more recent gifts and donations. This exhibition will be on view from January 15 to April 21, 2013.
Elizabeth Holmes Fisher began collecting art in 1928, with the hope of founding a museum with a fine
collection that would provide a cultural base for the city of Los Angeles. “If Los Angeles is to build up her
collection of art treasures,” she said, “now is the time.” The Fisher Gallery (renamed the USC Fisher
Museum of Art in 2008) opened its doors to the public in 1939. Fisher’s wish was that the students of
USC have beautiful and important art to study and that this art be accessible to the public, while also
mandating that the museum always be free of charge. Her dream was to have her collection act as a
nucleus to attract other donations. And, in that she was successful, as this exhibition demonstrates.
Also on display will be another of the Fisher Museum’s core collections donated by Armand Hammer
and The Armand Hammer Foundation. Hammer donated 48 works of art by Dutch, Flemish, German,
and Italian masters of the 15th through 17th centuries to the Fisher Museum in 1958.
The Fisher Museum’s current collecting emphasis will be highlighted with some of our most recent
acquisitions: an important body of international contemporary artworks gifted by USC alumnus James
Phillips and his wife Susan; a significant body of works by Latin-American artists from the estate of Dr.
and Mrs. James L. Sheehy; a group of works by contemporary California artists donated by the
Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles (CRA/LA); and a gift from the artist Paul
Valadez, “El Interior, La Frontera, y Más Allá”, an installation of 26 acrylic works in paper from the “A
Paper Border” series, which explores the relationship the artist has with the border.
The exhibition “The Collecting Continues: 1939-2013” is an opportunity for the museum to publicly
recognize the generosity of our donors, and to highlight the institution’s past and present collecting
history.
About the Museum
The USC Fisher Museum of Art – established in 1939 – is accredited by the American Alliance of
Museums. It functions as a center of intellectual inquiry and aesthetic enjoyment in support of USC’s
goals of research, teaching, artistic creation, and service to society. The Fisher Museum bears special
responsibility to link the art in its permanent collections and the art it presents in its temporary
exhibitions to all of USC's present and future audiences: to its students, faculty, staff alumni, and

surrounding communities. Fisher Museum offers an array of programming, including lectures, artists
talks, yoga, film screenings, concerts, and poetry readings to enhance and support its exhibitions. Fisher
Museum is also proud to be the home and working laboratory for the USC International Museum
Institute, a think- tank for museum professionals and a division of the USC College.
http://fisher.usc.edu
The USC Fisher Museum of Art is conveniently located along the Metro Expo Line. For information on
routes and times visit LA Metro at www.metro.net/expo.
Museum Hours and Admission:
OPEN September through May of the USC Academic Calendar.
Tuesday through Friday (noon to 5), and Saturday (noon to 4).
CLOSED Sundays and Mondays

