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USC Fisher Museum of Art to Showcase work by Victor Raphael
Victor Raphael: Travels and Wanderings, 1979-2009 presents 30 years of work by Los Angeles born artist Victor Raphael. From September 9-December 19, 2009
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Victor Raphael, Self-portrait in the Ginza, 2001, Metal leaf on Spectra Polaroid.



Los Angeles - The USC Fisher Museum of Art will feature Los Angeles born artist Victor Raphael in a 30-year survey of his work exploring the theme of travels and wanderings. The exhibition will also include newly created works in a variety of media, testifying to the artist’s wide-ranging interests in travel from here to there. From Raphael’s imposing paintings and his daring prints; from his photo based imagery – especially his intimate Polaroids -- to his  videos and groundbreaking films created with contemporary electronic media and  interactive technologies,  Raphael’s artistic perceptions and expressions of the earthly and celestial universes engage and enlarge our own. Pieces from the ongoing Space Fields series will be included as well as work stemming from his trips to Japan, Paris, Turkey, Mexico and Alaska. Self-portraits culled from various bodies of work, and works created in collaboration with other artists will also be presented that connote Raphael’s exploration of personal inner space in addition to his inquiry to outer space. 

Born in 1950 and living and working in Los Angeles, Victor Raphael utilizes varied media in his artwork. His water paintings find their inspiration source from his frequent trips to the original J. Paul Getty Museum and from trips to Japan and Alaska.  Further afield, his photographic practice of digitally manipulating NASA photographs of planets and other natural celestial phenomena into Polaroid prints, and then altering them by hand with metallic paints and gold and metal leaf, earned him considerable notice and demonstrates him to be a revelatory colorist.  Raphael was selected in 1996 as among the 50 best examples of Polaroid photographers included in Polaroid 50: Art and Technology, an international touring exhibition commemorating the company's fiftieth anniversary. 

The Travels and Wanderings exhibition will run from September 9 to December 19, 2009.

About USC Fisher Museum of Art

The USC Fisher Museum of Art, formerly Fisher Gallery – established 1939 – was the first museum in Los Angeles devoted exclusively to the exhibition and collection of fine art. As a university museum, accredited by the American Association of Museums, it functions as a center of intellectual inquiry and aesthetic enjoyment in support of USC’s goals of research, teaching, artistic creation, and service to society. The Fisher Museum bears special responsibility to link art to all of the university’s present and future audiences: students, faculty, staff alumni, and surrounding communities.

Since its opening in 1939, USC Fisher Museum has grown significantly in stature and prominence as the museum of USC. In addition to showing the permanent collection, the Museum presents traveling exhibitions and organizes its own successful exhibitions, offering the campus and community, as well as the greater Los Angeles area, a wide variety of changing exhibitions. USC Fisher Museum offers programming to support its exhibitions such as lectures, artist’s talks, film screenings, concerts, and poetry readings.

Museum Hours and Admission: hours are Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 pm; CLOSED for summer, Sundays and Mondays. Admission to the exhibition and all related events are free.

For more information please call (213) 740-4561 or log onto our website at www.uscfishermuseumofart.org

